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PARIS, Jan. 25.
THE religions world of INaris, both

Catholic and Protestant, is
shocked beyond measure at the

extraordinary daring of Henry Bataillo's
new play,. "L'Homme a Ia Rose"-the Man
with the Rose. It is not that the costumes
are too scant nor because the lines of the
play mp1eor p1lc,. ettdrac4, not
beicause the episodes and scenes are ex-

ceptionally wicked or disgusting.
The outcry of protest and indignation

against their outraged feelings is because
of the astonishing lack of respect for
ihings sacred and religious.
The famous playwright chose the his-

toric Don Juan for his theme. No objec-
'tIon would have been raised against se-

.lecting this notorious roue as his hero.
But when the pktywright chooses the
sacred precincts of a cathedral as a place
Ij develop and exploit all this cynical,
wNorldly jesting and 2ibaldry he has gone
a little further than even a person without
any professed religious scruples can ac-

cept without a shudder.
- When a Bataille play is announced in

Paris it is looked upon as a great event
in the theatrical world. When Bat'aille
gve out that he would produce "L'Hommne

a la Rose" be surrounded the piece with
4 much mystery and secrecy, not even in-

t iatinug whyt tho subject of the play
imuld be-whih could never be surmised
mii hew title itself -and)fromised such
,pie hat alhl Pers was on the qui

e. Wheun the general rehearsal was san-
i med there was a rush to obtain tickets,
leh onl such occasionsu are invitation

uhl(lhe fav~ored few who were to witnes
11e first production of his new play had
been chosent by the author himself, who,
<laiming to himaseif the prerogative that
comelis to genius to dou things in some ex-

ikbrudinary way, insisted upon having the
#Note house turned over to him to invite
Mocm he wished. When this was known
ihe demand for tickets becamue greater,
:tUg aw mouch as a thousand francs a seat

ura offered. The interest in the play was

ats great as that shown in the first produc-
tiofn of Rostand's "Chantecler," thoUgh
ii m restricted and not international.

,,~mgnineenut sig.ht was presented when
'1m,11 mnt' LiathIered for the first ilght

et of itmmn a la lose." The Theatre dc

*(. wastrwde'd withu thei elite of 'is.

hfi"hn worhds of society, letters, politics,
:anid the' usae. A great author would

he 1it ting mii' to ai renowned acress, whom
itd be tou'hintg elbows with sowtfam-

q, .ocie.y letader. The house was a yeri-
Sexposition of the people who are

ojhg Paris what it is in art, literature
~a~'cience.
jen re Brule appeared in the principal

r.t and it was discovered that the play
we written on Don Juan and his historic
-1n adventures.

Ntalle is perhaps original In having
tib the decadence of the great lover.

SJuan, for the theme of his play. The
S .opens at a time when Don Juan,

eppdin licentiousness and dissipation,
tof isis many love afairs, asks a

r d to take his place in a rendesVous
whieb he has made with a duchess. The
rend accepts and the frivolous wife is
.wtinig her ad'enture with thc noted
inver on her batconp'.
The ducal husband returns nupectedly

.a h~ab th ..p....d n.. r., disf=g.

tug his face with his sword. Don Juan,
seeing the incident and the possibilities of
it, enters the house unseen and places in
the pocket of the dead man his memoirs,
upon which he has been working. The fnd-
ing of these identify the disfigured man as

the noted Don Juan, and a great funeral is
arranged for him, his memoirs being in-
terred with the body of the supposed Don
Juan.
The second act Is placed in the Cathedral

of Seville. It is a wonderful setting; the
great pillars of the church, ornamented
with figures of the Virgin, the golden grill
with the ehancel behind it, the fonts of
holy water, the candles burning every-
where, the confessiounts and sntal chapels
reproduced with a fidelity much too exact
to please those who have a reverence for

holy things. And this is the setting in
which Dataille chose to unfold the supyr-
wordly philosophies of a wicked Don Juan'
Don Juan has come to attend the last
bsequies over his supposed body. In at-

tending his own funeral he brought him
friend with him. All the magnificence and
pomp of a Spanish Catholic funeral are

faithfully portrayed. The page-int of the
priests and bishops, with their acolytes,
Franciscan monks in sombre robes con-

trasting strongly with the wondeilully
costumed mnajor-domios; the coffin, black
ad foreboding, illumined withI numerous

candles, carried on tho shoulders or four
penitents, gowned, as is the custom of the
persons who perform this service, in bril-
lant red, with mask-like hoods covering
the entire head, holes for the eyes inttentsi-
ying the gruesome ogfect; the mourners

following, each costume a work of urt de-
igned from the old Spanish mulsters-all
hese give a realistic effect thai caused a

enuine emotion, for it was difficult to ap-
reciate you were not actually attending
lon Juan's funeral yourself as you sat in
he audience.
As the Mass proceeds Don Juan and his
friend comment upon the mourners who
re present. They watch them come and
o as they pay their last respects to the
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dead d.bauehec. They see many of the
former loves of Dun .luun onter some
grefstricl.en. others indifferent and oibers
in seeming satisaction. "

Don Juan, from behiud a pillar of tho
church, recounts his adventures as they
are recalled to him by seeing his form r

loves. lie does nMtspare his victims. Ile

ridicules tihe husba:mda whose wives he had
stolen as they pass by and jeers at the
frailty of women. He flays them all, with-
ut respect, with hiis eyviial philosophy.
Blut his over-ruing sanity and egoism

get the best of him. untd be desires to knov:
what thmeso old loves now think of now that
h is dead aud gone, lio3 sends his friend
to intercept them as they come fromn the
service to questioni them. 1ie reatmis in

the background listeing to what they have
to say.
lie polis out one with whom boelhad beecn

in love for ten years. but had Darted with
five years before, find sends his friend to
speak withm her. He asks her If she wonhi
like somne little souvenir of iDon Juan, as he
was his friend and would obtain it for her.
She is indifferent and merely thanks him,
turning to leave. Don Juan urges his
friend to detain her, so he asks her if uhe
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would like to see a wan who resembles her
former luver grea ly.
She turns, without emotion, and asks

where he is. The friend points to the real
Dou Juan standing there, but the woman

mnerely smiles and says he is but a poor
rind unworthy Imitation of the man she
once loved, and, bowing, leaves the church.
lion Juan is disquieted. He takes a mairro=
from his pocke't and looks at himself. say-
Ing to his friend that it is not possible that
he could havo changed so in five years..
A young girl enters and comme~ncea her

devotiouns before the confess~ionaL. Don
Juan iz~attracted by her, lie tur'ns to his
frind auul telililhim he lhatc wg9uenC ini&15I
rive iniutes and that he woul wini the
sivtwen-yteLr-old girl in two. lie approacihes
hiemr. first e..ensingm hIms~e'l, saying for he'r
to continue he'r inra.-rs as he is not in a
hurry. She a'Pcools hi.4 e'*use~ and con=-
tinueW'hei deoutions LUorel earnestly, trylug
to avoid him. lie persists, ni iked and ,e-
cotuplishted as he is in all the graces that
win womnen's hearts and so apt in ail the
snares that beguile wotnen.
She is annoyed and afraid and ruehes

for protection into the confessional, where
Don Juan follows, first asking his friend to
stng a serenade, which he does, using his
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sword as a mock guitar.
The girl comes. out of the
confessional, trying to dis-
engage herself from Don
Juan's embraces, calling
him vile names. She fi-
nally frees herself, and as

she goes out the door hurls
back at him an epithet is
which be is referred to
as "old." and this being told-be was old
was the hardest thing for Don Juan to.

bear Again out conms hii mirror and ho
ctnfetsses to tis friend tiu I he has received
the first rebuff of his liif. -

He is wurried atht ,1i,topbites on age,
but the appoaranc.e4 torcemwon girl of the
street, who rushe into the church, mad
with grief and in bitter anguish throws her-
self down upon the stone floor in an agony
of sorrow, attracts him. lDon Juan regards
her, but does pot know her. Ills friend
cannot enlighten him either. Who can this
grief-stricken woniani be? He covets his
face with his cloak and approaches her.
asking it all these tears were for Igon
Juan. When she replies affirmativelly be
is more perpiexed.
He couldn't remember her. When he

asked her if she had soeu Don Juain ofteni,
she replied only once at a fete in Seville,
but for fifteen yeare he had ever been in
ter heart and mind. Tihis fintnered Don'
Juan. after t lie rebuffs he had re-eied. and
he reve'aled himself to he.r. hie recognised
himi &t one and, screaminig with feakr,
sought to run away. Don Juan held heir
hand long e'nough to make a reudezvous
for that evening in the market place!
Don Juan is ph-ased. lHe boasts t~o his

friend that tine had not chanxed bunt as
he thought .when a woman who had seen
him once remembered himu with love for
ffteen years! This was his consolation!
His first mistress, old and pompous,
comes out supported by her ladies. As
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she passes he scatters roses in her path.
and whon she has gone out he spits, in dis-
gust. at her feet. A poet friend comes from
the services apotheosizing Don Juan, say-
Ing that he will make a famous book and
play of his history. Don Juan's vanity ts
fed, and when the poet leaves be is in a

quandary whether to remain dead as a

great man or to take the chane. in having
a resurrection, of outliving his greatness.
He tosses a coin to deie ad his death

is decided upon. He breakn his sword.
scatters the petals of a rose vow it when
he has crossed the pieces on fe-.r,sand
sprinkles it with 'bogy wait Yinh
leaves the-church to seek obenusiter the
rest of his life.
The wtldest imqaiation ould' not coa-

celve of a man daring to place such action
withyr a church wrhen a servie f~r the

da was going on. If it could it wouMd
certainly indicate a depravtyof mit~d and
tter disregard for the holiness of sacred

things that one could got believe to esist
eve in this materialistIc age! But It has
been done, and, while it may be artistie
blasphemy to say It, Bataille Is the m
who has done it!

in the third act Don Juan haM'ecbe
the keeper of an Inn. H-is reputed me-
moirs, as false to the truth as they were
in the roseate glow In which his poet
friend's ImagI'nation had embellished them,
were the sensation of the day. Everyone
was reading of the famous love hero. Don
Juan read his supposed memoirs with dis-
gust. His silvered hair and advancing age
did not take fromi him that which was-the
motive of his life. He is trying to win a
princess, lUe fries ni1 htis wiles upon her.
But she tells hint that glory and famie for
her are the only things that she could love
in a man!
He is surprised wheu ehe confesses to

him that sho prefers an old, almost de-
crepit genral. mtado famous by many wars.
to him. a "ounerr man tsut only an inn-
heepet! Dou Juan becomes frantic in his
appeal to belr, and tinally tells her in des-

eation that eis greater than any one,
hae is the fa ous Don Juan! She ridi-

eules him and thinks that he has gone in-
sane as he insists. She calls in the othere
to share in the ridicule.
The sacrIlegIous featusa of the play

have so incensed the newspapers of Paris
which have Catholio afltatou that they
have Ignored the piece entirely, after vain-
y having protested against Its productin
to the pollce authorities. But, the "Came-
ots du Ri," the youn student eftsmkat of
the supporters of the oyalists, have beaO
more active. They have sent their thrusts
of prsonal violence to Andre Brule, as
welt as to llatitle. It Is hardly possibtr
that any wunnge~r will dlate to produen th,
ma or a motion pietnre' verinnO of It ii


